Polymyalgia rheumatica--an underdiagnosed disease.
Characteristic features of polymyalgia rheumatica, a widely underdiagnosed disease, are described. The features of the disease are illustrated by the authors' own experience in the treated patients, and compared with literature data. According to the authors' experience, patients with polymyalgia rheumatica are mostly treated for inaccurate diagnoses such as cervicobrachial or lumbosacral syndrome, seronegative rheumatoid arthritis, unexplained febrile state, or precipitated erythrocyte sedimentation rate of unknown etiology. This results is delayed diagnosis or the accurate diagnosis is never reached at all.